Data and Gaps Report

Youth Alcohol Use
Middle School

Three middle schools in Kent County participated in the 2007/2008 cycle of the Michigan Profile for Healthy Youth (MiPHY) survey.  There are 99 middle schools in Kent County, thus the 3 participating schools accounted for a 3% participation rate among Kent County middle schools.  In total, 669 7th graders completed the survey.  The gender breakdown of survey participants included 53.2% males and 46.5% females.  The majority of survey participants were white (80%).  The breakdown of race/ethnicity among the survey participants compared to an estimate of the middle school aged population from the 2000 US Census is presented in Figure 1.
Figure 1: 2007/2008 MiPHY Middle School Survey Respondents by Race/Ethnicity
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Among survey respondents, 6.3% indicated that they drank alcohol within the past 30-days.  There was not a large difference in 30-day use of alcohol between males and females (figure 2).
Figure 2: 30-day Use of Alcohol Among Middle School Students by Gender, MiPHY 2007/2008
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High School

Four high schools in Kent County participated in the 2007/2008 cycle of the Michigan Profile for Healthy Youth (MiPHY) survey.  There are 75 high schools in Kent County, thus the 4 participating schools accounted for a 5.3% participation rate among Kent County high schools.  In total, 793 9th graders and 640 11th graders completed the survey.  The gender breakdown of survey participants included 49.7% males and 49.9% females.  The majority of survey participants were white (88.3%).  The breakdown of race/ethnicity among the survey participants compared to an estimate of the high school aged population from the 2000 US Census is presented in Figure 3.

Figure 3: 2007/2008 MiPHY High School Survey Respondents by Race/Ethnicity
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Among high school survey respondents, 27.4% indicated that they drank alcohol within the past 30-days.  A greater percentage of females (28.1%) than males (26.6%) indicated 30-day use of alcohol (figure 4).

Figure 4: 30-day Use of Alcohol Among High School Students by Gender, MiPHY 2007/2008
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Although sample sizes were small for minority populations in the 2007/2008 Kent County MiPHY, the data reveals some potential differences in 30-day use of alcohol among race/ethnic groups in Kent County high school students (Figure 5).
Figure 5: 30-day Use of Alcohol Among High School Students by Race/Ethnicity, MiPHY 2007/2008
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It is well known that youth alcohol use increases with age.  Data from the MiPHY clearly indicate this trend in Kent County youth.  Just over 35% of 11th graders reported 30-day use of alcohol, compared to 20.8% of 9th graders.  Figure 6 represents the increasing prevalence of alcohol use with age among Kent County youth.
Figure 6: 30-day Use of Alcohol by Grade Level, MiPHY 2007/2008
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Data and Gaps Report

Youth Marijuana Use
Middle School

Among middle school MiPHY respondents, 1.7% indicated that they used marijuana within the past 30-days.  Males (2.3%) were more likely than females (1.0%) to have used marijuana in the past 30 days (figure 7).

Figure 7: 30-day Use of Marijuana Among Middle School Students, MiPHY 2007/2008
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High School
Among high school survey respondents, 13.5% indicated that they used alcohol within the past 30-days.  A slightly higher percentage of males (15%) indicated 30-day use of alcohol than females (12%)(figure 8).

Figure 8: 30-day Use of Marijuana Among High School Students by Gender, MiPHY 2007/2008
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Although sample sizes were small for minority populations in the 2007/2008 Kent County MiPHY, the data reveals some potential differences in 30-day use of marijuana among race/ethnic groups in Kent County high school students (Figure 9).

Figure 9: 30-day Use of Marijuana Among High School Students by Race/Ethnicity, MiPHY 2007/2008
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Similar to alcohol, it is well known that use of marijuana increases with age.  Data from the MiPHY clearly indicate this trend in Kent County youth.  Just over 18% of 11th graders reported 30-day use of alcohol, compared to 9.5% of 9th graders.  Figure 10 represents the increasing prevalence of marijuana use with age among Kent County youth.

Figure 10: 30-day Use of Marijuana by Grade Level, MiPHY 2007/2008
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Drug Arrests in Kent County
The Community Research Institute (CRI) at Grand Valley State University has access to the National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS), which contains information related to drug arrests in the nation.  From the NIBRS database, CRI was able to download drug arrest data for Kent County for the years 2002-2005.  The following information presents drug arrests for distribution/selling and possessing/concealing marijuana in which the perpetrator was 16 years of age or younger.

From 2002-2005, a total of 11,622 drug arrests occurred in Kent County.  Nearly half of these arrests (49%) involved marijuana.  During this time period, there were 913 drug arrests involving individuals 16 and younger, of which 600 (65.7%) involved marijuana (figure 11).  Individuals 16 and younger accounted for just over 10% of all drug arrests for marijuana.

Figure 11: Percentage of Arrests due to Specific Drugs in Individuals 16 and younger, Kent County, 2002-2005
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When the data is categorized by type of criminal activity (possessing/concealing vs. distributing/selling), we see (Figure 12) that a greater number of individuals 16 years old and younger are arrested for possession of marijuana (68.9%) than for distribution/selling (40.6%).  Between 2002 and 2005 in Kent County, the 16 and younger age group accounted for 11% of all arrests for possessing/concealing marijuana and 7.1% of all arrests for distributing/selling marijuana.  

Figure 12: Percentage of Drug Arrests in Individuals 16 and younger by Type of Criminal Activity, Kent County, 2002-2005
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